Evaluation. Testing/ Piloting. 
Successful LOCAL test/piloting workshops for the TETE project in LATVIA.
Two morning sessions were organised in LATVIA, VALMIERA, to test the TETE methods – Language Cafe and Language Circles. 

The first workshop took place at VPP place.  Participants included 2 English language teaching experts from Grannies.lv. 
At the request of a test subject, a separate workshop took place afterwards. Both workshops focused on the accessibility of English language trainings to elderly.  

All participants were very enthusiastic about the materials design and beautiful layout.  The content itself gave rise to discussion.  Several areas for improvement were identified. 
These points of improvement were noted to be taken up by the project team.  The participants expressed great interest in the final result. 
After the workshops, both workshops discussed the possibilities of using the 2 innovative methods to draw attention to how to teach english to elderly.    

The workshop was attended by 10 participants of the Valmiera City pensioners association. All participants were retired people with different backgrounds. 
The aim of the workshop was to introduce the project, the concepts of teaching English to lederly, and the most suitable methods. 

First, the method of LANGUAGE CAFE was presented and the rules were explained on a big screen.Then participants took part in practical session.

The second workshop started with the presentation of the TETE project goals and the results delivered so far, followed by the examples of  method Language Speaking Circles, then a short explanation of adult education in general, and finally the explanation of the method concept and rules.  Between the parts of the presentation, the Q&A and polling tool Slido was used to get instant feedback. 
The BINGO method activity was used to liven up the workshop.  2 methods from TETE were tested in VALMIERA, LATVIA.

The participants found the methods comprehensible and realistic, but the questions seemed too complicated for them. 
The text of the dialogues seemed a bit too long as it takes time to wait until the end of the sentence. There was also a remark about the formal and informal language, as well as Bristish and American English. 

The participants preferred to have larger print materials. 
The participants also commented that the text of the Research  has to be reviewed and made simpler. The participants found the Research presentation slightly difficult to understand while the methods themselves were  engaging.

The workshop was evaluated very positively and the participants eagerly registered for the next similar projects for improving language skills for elderly. 
We also held another  test workshop for the TETE project in Riga, Zemgale library  with 10 participants. They were all older people working in the adult education. This session was used to test some methods and the final product. We had 10 participants, 5 of them are still working, and the other 5 are already retired. 

 The workshop was about an hour and a half during which trainers discussed and practiced  with the participants 2 methods from TETE project – Language Cafe and Language Circles.
The participants found the Language Circles very interesting and were curious about the Language Cafe method. 
They found the graphic design of the materials fascinating and the examples and sentences  – realistic. The length of the stories, the dialogues, the questions and the everyday sentences  presented in both methods were plausible and sensible. 
Most of the participants even recognised themselves in some of the situations. They made references to their daily life situations.  Some of the participating adult seniors made some minor comments regarding comprehensibility of the questions.

All in all, the participants were really impressed by the TERT project and methods, and are eagerly waiting for the official release of the final product. They were very interested in the project and final material  and found it well-structured and prepared. One of the participants even wants to have private English lessons with Language Circle method. 

Starting the workshop the participants already knew each other, so the facilitator decided to do a detailed presentation of the project, using a PowerPoint, explaining the objectives of our TETE project. 
The workshop was divided into 3 basic phases. In the first, we explained the background of the project to the group and initially clarified important terms. Afterwards two methods were tested together!

When the concept of ageism and senior /  elderly learner was explained it sparked some discussion among the participants, regardless of not knowing the concept, they know and have experienced situations of age discrimination. 

After that, the Language Cafe method  was presented.  All the participants never used non-formal methods, apart from other workshops, but 3 of them usually use non formal methods and play language  games for fun .
The participants tested the two methods as a group and discussed their impressions of each method, and the facilitator supported with everything the participants needed throughout the exercise and took notes of their opinions and difficulties. 
The participants pointed out some difficulties in reading some parts of the instructions even with glasses and found some of the dialogues too long.
 They thought the Language Cafe method is well structured and they believe that these rules should be shared and implemented in any place where English teaching and learning is carried out!  

We are very happy with the workshop and every feedback! This will help us improve the TETE project and teaching English to elderly in particular!  The participants gave us various constructive feedback across all feedback rounds of the workshop.  The methods were rated by the participants as very plausible and realistic. They said that they could imagine this happening in real life, which is very valuable for us to focus on the target groups perspective.

We got the positive feedback that the participants were able to follow the method application to elderly audience well and at the same time understood quite directly what needed to be done, but also some design and text related improvements were suggested by our participants.  We are looking forward to the updated version of the TETE materials!
